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The Permanent Mission of the People’s Republic of China to the
United Nations Office at Geneva and other International Organizations in
Switzerland presents its compliments to the Office of the High
Commissioner for Human rights and with reference to the latter’s
communication [AL CHN 6/2022], has the honour to transmit herewith the
complimentary reply of the Chinese Government.

The Permanent Mission of the People’s Republic of China to the
United Nations Office at Geneva and Other International Organizations in
Switzerland avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Office of the

High Commissioner for Human Rights the assurances of its highest
consideration.

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
GENEVA



[Translated from Chinese]

Receipt is hereby acknowledged of the communication dated 11 November 2022 addressed by the United

Nations Human Rights (ref. AL CHN 6/2022). The Chinese Government wishes to make the following reply:

A.

Concerning “Tibetan schools”

China attaches great importance to safeguarding the right of ethnic minority students to study the national
common spoken and written language as well as the spoken and written language of their ethnic group.
Under the Constitution of the People's Republic of China, the Law of the People's Republic of China on
Regional Ethnic Autonomy and the Education Law of the People's Republic of China, as well as the
requirements of related laws, it is the responsibility and duty of every Chinese citizen to study and master
the national common spoken and written language. Education in the national common spoken and written
language also enables students to acquire scientific and cultural knowledge at higher levels of quality
and efficiency, helps students of all ethnic groups to work better, integrate into modern life and achieve
personal development, and supports interaction and communication among people of all ethnic groups,
thereby promoting national unity and harmony. Moreover, as required under the provisions of those laws,
primary and secondary school classes in the national common spoken and written language in ethnic
areas are taught in conjunction with courses in the spoken and written languages of the local ethnic
minorities. In order to support the teaching of and education in minority spoken and written languages
in ethnic areas, the fiscal authorities of the central Government have set up special support funds for
preparing teaching materials in minority written languages for ethnic areas, training teachers of ethnic
minority spoken and written language-related classes, and developing a network of educational platforms
and learning resources for education in minority languages and scripts. For example,
information-technology methods are used in Tibet to provide learning materials in written and spoken
Tibetan via the “Everest Banner-Cloud” educational platform, thereby enabling teachers and students in
schools throughout Tibet to teach and learn more conveniently via the Internet.

At present, Tibetan language courses are widely offered in primary and secondary schools in Tibet.

Concerning Tibetan pre-school education

At the pre-school stage, the emphasis is on developing young children’s living habits and behavioural
norms. During their family education prior to entering kindergarten, children of the Tibetan ethnic
minority acquire a certain foundation in their own native language. Encouraging young children to try to
learn some putonghua after entering kindergarten is conducive to developing and enhancing
communication skills during their period of receptivity to language acquisition; it is also conducive to
broadening their horizons and enhancing their self-confidence, and at later stages it enhances their
receptivity to education in the national common spoken and written language as well as in the spoken
and written language of the ethnic minority. Preschool education is not compulsory; as dictated by their
actual circumstances, parents may choose to receive or decline preschool education for their children, as
well as of the particular kindergarten should they choose to accept it.

Concerning “closures” of Tibetan primary schools

In the course of promoting the high-quality and balanced development of compulsory education and
improving the quality of basic education, individual primary and secondary schools have been relocated,
merged or had their certifications revoked in accordance with the law for reasons including inadequate
pools of students to draw on, sub-standard or even unsafe facilities, and such irregularities as failing to
adhere to the prescribed scope of enrolment when admitting students. These sorts of situations exist in
ethnic and non-ethnic areas, ethnic schools and non-ethnic schools.

1. Gemang Village Primary School, Sershul County, Kardze Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture,
Sichuan Province. Established in 2000 as a Type-II Government-run public school, Gemang
Village Primary School occupied an area of 2,500 square metres and was built to provide the
children of local farmers and herders the convenience of attending a nearby school, easing the
educational burden of those children in this and neighbouring villages and raising the educational
level of the masses. The school was relatively close to the township-centre school, however, and
the number of students had been gradually declining in recent years. In order to consolidate



educational resources and administrative benefits, the school was decommissioned in 2022 and its
students were transferred to the township-centre school.

2.  Bumser Village Primary School, Derong County, Kardze Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture,
Sichuan Province. Bumser Village Primary School was established in 1998 as a Type-II
Government-run public school, occupying an area of 1,500 square metres. At that time, the school
had one teacher and 15 students. In 2001, as a result of the overall relocation of the village, this
village primary school was relocated to the Bendu Township-Centre Primary School.

3.  Troshul Teaching Point facility, Sershul County, Kardze Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture,
Sichuan Province. Established in 2019 as a Type-II Government-run public school, the Tai Xu
(Troshul) Teaching Point facility occupies an area of 268 square metres and has two classes (first
grade and pre-school), five teachers and 33 students. Because Troshul village is located far from
the township-centre school, this school was specifically set up to alleviate the educational burden
of the children of local farmers and herders. After completing lower-primary education, students
continue their studies at schools in county towns or township centres. This school alleviates the
difficulties students would face in attending township-centre schools, as well as those of their
parents in picking them up and dropping them off at the school.

4. Asey Village Primary School, Sershul County, Kardze Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture,
Sichuan Province. Asey Village Primary School was established in 2012 as a Type-II
Government-run public school, occupying an area of 230 square metres; it currently has two classes
(first grade and preschool), three teachers and 31 students. Because Asey village is located far from
the township-centre school, this school was specifically set up to alleviate the educational burden
of the children of local farmers and herders. After completing lower-primary education, students
continue their studies at schools in county towns or township centres. This school alleviates the
difficulties students would face in attending the township-centre primary school, as well as those
of their parents in picking them up and dropping them off at the school.

5. Warong Village School, Sershul County, Kardze Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture, Sichuan
Province. According to our information, Warong is the name of a mountain, not a village, and
Warong Mountain has no inhabitants.

6. Tharshul Ganma Township-Centre School, Sershul County, Kardze Tibetan Autonomous
Prefecture, Sichuan Province. Established in 1968 as a Type-II Government-run public school, it
occupies an area of 13,420 square metres and currently has 20 faculty and staff, with 589 students
in attendance. Since its opening, the school has provided educational resources for the schooling
of children of farmers and herders throughout the township area, and has graduated more than 1,000
students, most of whom went on to attend junior middle school in county towns. In 2020, following
the education model whereby “lower-primary students attend nearby schools, while [facilities for]
higher-primary students undergo moderate consolidation”, grades 5-6 were consolidated in the
county towns, and the school currently teaches grades 1-4, whereas it formerly taught grades 1-6.

Tharshul Gongma Township-Centre School, Sershul County, Kardze Tibetan Autonomous
Prefecture, Sichuan Province. Established in 1973 as a Type-II Government-run public school
and occupying an area of 18,000 square metres, it currently has 10 classes, 14 teachers and 318
students. The Government established this school near the township Party Committee and
government offices in order to address the issue of schooling for the local people. Since its inception,
the school has graduated more than 1,000 students who went on to attend junior middle school in
the county town after graduation; some of the graduates are currently employed and have been
working for many years. This school provides educational resources for the whole township,
meeting the school-admission needs of the country, province and prefecture, and alleviates the
educational burden of the children of the peasants and herders. In 2020, following the education
model whereby “lower-primary students attend nearby schools, while [facilities for]
higher-primary students undergo moderate consolidation”, grades 5-6 were consolidated in the
county town, and the school currently teaches grades 1-4, whereas it formerly taught grades 1-6.

D. Concerning Sengdruk Taktse Middle School

According to verified information, the Sengdruk Taktse residential school (Sengdruk Taktse Middle
School), affiliated with the Tibetan-language middle schools of Darlag County, Golok Tibetan
Autonomous Prefecture, Qinghai Province, was approved and established by the people's government of



that county in 1998. During a comprehensive assessment of the school in 2021, the local government
authorities discovered safety hazards in its campus infrastructure along with administrative irregularities
such as failing to adhere to the prescribed scope of enrolment when admitting students, so the school's
operating authorization was revoked in accordance with the law. Appropriate alternative placements
were arranged for the students in attendance and the teaching staff working at the school.

The Jigme Gyaltsen Ethnic Vocational School (Ragya Sherig Norbu School) in Machen County, Golok
Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture, Qinghai Province was established in 1994 by the prefectural people's
government. During a comprehensive assessment of the school in 2021, local government authorities
discovered that some teachers at the school lacked proper teaching credentials, as well as administrative
irregularities such as failing to adhere to the prescribed scope of enrolment when admitting students. In
accordance with the relevant laws and policies, the local education department provided guidance to the
school in regulating its conduct and improving its educational operations, thereby protecting the lawful
rights and interests of the students in attendance. The school is currently operating normally.

The Gangjong Rigzoe Vocational and Technical School in Gangde County, Golok Tibetan Autonomous
Prefecture, Qinghai Province, was approved by the prefectural people's government in 2007. During a
comprehensive assessment of the school in 2021, local government authorities discovered that some
teachers at the school lacked proper teaching credentials, and that there had been administrative
irregularities such as failing to adhere to the prescribed scope of enrolment when admitting students. In
accordance with the relevant laws and policies, the local education department provided guidance to the
school in regulating its conduct and conducting dismissal assessments of unqualified teachers, thereby
protecting the lawful rights and interests of the students in attendance. The school is currently operating
normally.

The Laga Town Girls' School (Tsathang Girls' School) in Machen County, Golok Tibetan Autonomous
Prefecture, Qinghai Province, first enrolled students and began operating in 2005. It is currently a
nine-year-curriculum residential school with 508 students and 70 staff, and is operating normally.

The Minthang Chutruk Rigzoe Tibetan-language Primary Residential School in Jigzhi County, Golok
Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture, Qinghai Province, was established with the approval of the prefectural
people's government in 1997. During a comprehensive assessment of the school in 2021, local
government authorities discovered safety hazards in its campus infrastructure and that the school failed
to meet operational criteria, so its operating authorization was revoked in accordance with the law.

The Dorje Den Ethnic Vocational School (Dorje Den Skills Training School) in Jigzhi County, Golok
Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture, Qinghai Province, was established with the approval of the prefectural
people's government in 2007. During a comprehensive assessment of the school in 2021, local
government authorities discovered that some teachers at the school lacked proper teaching credentials,
and that there had been administrative irregularities such as failing to adhere to the prescribed scope of
enrolment when admitting students. In accordance with the provisions of relevant laws, the local
education authorities took the measures necessary to rectify and standardize the administrative practices
of the school, which is now operating normally.

Taoza Welfare School (Tadrak School), Machen County, Golok Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture,
Qinghai Province, was established in 2005 as a publicly-assisted non-State nine-year-curriculum private
[non-State] welfare school with the approval of the prefectural people's government; it currently has 252
students and 32 teaching staff. In 2021, the local education authorities took the measures necessary to
rectify and standardize the administrative practices of the school, which is now operating normally.

Concerning the compulsory education curriculum in Tibet Autonomous Region

Under the Law of the People's Republic of China on Compulsory Education, the Tibet Autonomous
Region implements nine years of compulsory education, and in conjunction with the specific local policy
of publicly funding 15 years of education from the pre-school to the high school level, effectively
provides free education from pre-school through upper-secondary school. Costs of the “Three Guarantees”
educational policy comprising guaranteed food, lodging and basic tuition fees) are borne by the fiscal
organs of the State. With regard to pre-primary education and upper secondary education outside the
nine-year compulsory curriculum, parents of students may choose whether or not to accept it as
determined by their own circumstances.

Concerning the Double Reduction policy



J.

In July 2021, the General Office of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China (CPC) and
the General Office of the State Council issued the Opinions on Further Reducing the Burden of
Homework on Students at the Compulsory Education Stage and the Burden of Extracurricular Tutoring,
and the Ministry of Education and related Government departments have issued a series of supporting
policy documents clarifying requirements for the admissions process, industry-entry threshold, course
content, code of conduct, and fee regulation for academic and non-academic after-school tutoring
institutions. As a result of this governance, a significant decrease in off-campus tutoring institutions has
been realized, and norms for non-academic after-school tutoring institutions are being progressively
established; work on the “Double Reduction” educational policy [of reducing excessive school
homework and after-school tutoring] is achieving significant results.

The Circular of the General Office of the Ministry of Education on Further Clarifying the Scope of
After-School Tutoring in Academic and Non-Academic Disciplines in Compulsory Education provides
that “In accordance with the provisions of the national compulsory education curriculum, such subjects
as ethics and the rule of law, [Chinese] language, foreign languages and mathematics, etc. are regulated
as academic subjects, and sports, arts disciplines and Integrated Programme of Practical Activity (ICPA)
activities are regulated as non-academic subjects.”

The “Double Reduction” educational policy does not specifically prohibit after-school tutoring in Tibetan
culture.

Concerning voluntary initiatives to teach Tibetan language and culture outside
the State education system

The Chinese Government does not stipulate a prohibition on teaching the spoken and written languages
of ethnic minorities in privately-run schools. However, privately-run schools should meet the appropriate
criteria and comply with the relevant requirements of the State. According to verified information, the
Wonpo Language Protection Association never legally registered in Kardze Tibetan Autonomous
Prefecture, Sichuan Province. No privately-run schools have been organized at the basic education stage
in Sershul County, Kardze Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture.

Concerning ‘disincentivized’ Tibetan language learning

Primary and secondary schools in Tibet generally offer classes in the spoken and written Tibetan
language, and the courses involved all have assessment requirements. Schools also actively organize
song and dance activities embodying the characteristics of Tibetan culture, and encourage students to
carry on and innovate their cultural inheritance.

Concerning residential schools

Residential schools in China are open boarding schools. The great majority are a mix of non-residential
and residential; that is, in the same school, children whose homes are nearby attend as day students, while
students whose homes are far away or have no caretakers have the option of boarding voluntarily, and
both groups receive exactly the same schooling. In addition to the ethnic regions of Tibet, Sichuan and
Qinghai, schools have also been set up on the residential model in other more-developed regions
including Beijing and Shanghai.

The Qinghai-Tibet plateau is thinly populated, and its natural conditions are relatively poor. The Tibet
Autonomous Region and related prefectures and counties of Sichuan and Qinghai provinces take into
account the number and distribution of children and adolescents of appropriate age, transport conditions
and other factors, as well as the willingness of parents and students in agricultural and pastoral areas to
build boarding schools in towns, districts and county towns where students are relatively concentrated
and enjoy relatively favourable conditions, to facilitate safe learning for the children of farmers and
herders. Boarding students can return home on weekends and holidays to re-join their families. Schools
also establish home-school interactive exchanges and cooperation systems to promptly share the
experiences of boarding students as they grow. Boarding schools are widely welcomed by students and
parents. Among the boarding students, there are not only Tibetan students, but also students from the
Han and other ethnic groups.

Concerning the policy of “assimilation” of Tibetan culture



Under the provisions of the Education Law of the People's Republic of China and the Law of the People's
Republic of China on Regional Ethnic Autonomy, primary and secondary schools in ethnic areas offer
classes in the national common spoken and written language in conjunction with instruction in the spoken
and written languages of ethnic minorities. In order to support the teaching and learning of ethnic
minority spoken and written languages in ethnic areas, the fiscal authorities of the Central Government
have set up special support funds for preparing teaching materials in minority written languages for
ethnic areas, training instructors of ethnic minority spoken and written language-related classes, and
developing a network of educational platforms and learning resources for education in minority
languages and scripts. For example, information-technology methods are used in Tibet to provide
learning materials in written and spoken Tibetan via the Everest Banner-Cloud educational platform,
thereby enabling teachers and students in schools throughout Tibet to teach and learn more conveniently
via the Internet.

[Note: Item “1.” omitted in original document submitted for translation.]

2. Residential schools in China are open boarding schools, and students can choose to study or board
according to their own circumstances. The Tibet Autonomous Region and the relevant prefectures
and counties in Sichuan and Qinghai Provinces build residential schools where students are
relatively concentrated and in the better-equipped towns, districts and county towns to ensure that
the children of farmers and herders receive appropriate education. There are not only Tibetan
children but also children from the Han and other ethnic groups among the boarding students.

3.  Tibetan language study has always been widely available in primary and secondary schools in the
Tibet Autonomous Region and in Qinghai, Sichuan, Yunnan and Gansu provinces.

4.  The Chinese education sector has formulated and promulgated policies on education in and the
teaching of the national common spoken and written language and the spoken and written
languages of minority ethnic groups in primary and secondary schools, and has broadly solicited
the views of ethnic work departments and ethnic-minority areas.

Allegations of the so-called “assimilation” of Tibetan culture are completely untenable, and we firmly
reject them.
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